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St. Mary’s Early Childhood
Center’s mission is based
on the premise that the
children we serve are
inherently competent,
capable and strong. 



Professional
Development Program

St. Mary’s Early Childhood Center is a
not-for-profit agency offering two early
childhood initiatives to positively impact
the futures of young children: The
Preschool Program and the Professional
Development Program. 
 
St. Mary’s Early Childhood Center was
founded in 1961 and is headed by an
Executive Director who works closely with
a Board of Directors. The Board provides
direction, carries out the strategic plan
and is responsible for raising revenue to
provide financial support. 
 
St. Mary's Early Childhood Center's
mission statement is based on the premise
that the children we serve are inherently
competent, capable and strong. Every
person involved—from full time staff to
volunteers to Board Members– is
passionately committed to providing the
best possible education for ALL of the
children we serve that will result in school
and lifelong success.

Seminars
Tours
Internship days
Presentations

The Professional Development Program
provides a series of opportunities to
educators, focusing on teachers who work
with children living in poverty and/or dealing
with adversity. The goal is to support the
educator’s understanding of high-quality
practices and to share our work.
 
The staff at St. Mary's is qualified in the
studies of the Reggio Emilia philosophy of
teaching, which embraces the idea that
children are competent, capable, strong and
important citizens of the world. Additionally,
through the Applied Educational
Neuroscience offerings, we explore the basics
of brain development, as well as the effects of
chronic stress and trauma on the brain, while
sharing salming strategies and research.
 
Professional development offerings:

The Preschool at St. Mary’s Early Childhood
Center is Reggio-inspired, nationally
accredited, state licensed and Level 4 (the
highest level) on Indiana's quality rating
scale. For over 60 years, St. Mary’s has been
focused on serving children from all
backgrounds with the highest-quality
preschool experiences that will transition into
a foundation for lifelong success.
 
The children are involved in the highest-
quality early learning experiences. We have
built-in support for children and families
through our social services, food services and
public school therapies. Our work facilitates
cognitive, social, emotional, physical and
creative development. The children are ready
for school when they complete the program
and move on to kindergarten.
 
We welcome 3-5 year old children of any
race, color, religion, national origin and
socioeconomic background, in small class
sizes, with a low child to adult ratio (7:1). 
 Over 93% of the children served at St.
Mary’s live in poverty. While the annual cost
for full day services provided is $10,000,
most families receiving scholarship support
pay $10/week using our sliding fee scale,
which makes us a realistic option for all
families.

“For years I have described the work of the
educators at St. Mary’s as 'watching angels on
earth.' Their educational practices represent
the highest quality of teaching in the context
of appreciating and strengthening the child as
a capable, competent, powerful learner.”
 

Ena Shelley, Retired Dean,
College of Education, Butler University

 Preschool Program

Success in Learning—
Success in Life


